nausea.nissenboum@gmail.com. 





you can also post death __ threats, 


love letters, zines and mix tapes to 


nausea nissenbaum 


c/o Rebel Press, 
PO| Box 9263, | Te Aro, 


Te Whanganui a Tara/ 
Wellington, 





Infinite love and gratitude to everyone who hosted me, fed me, bought me beer, took 
me places, taught me things, danced with me, told me their stories, travelled with me, 
looked after me when | vomited on their floor... you are the ones who maintain my 
faith in humanity. 






























































































































































Typeset in Adobe Caslon pro, Futura Std Book and Grease Monkey. 









































































































































































































































Copyright is theft — reproduce freely but not for profit. 
























































































































































































































































When it all seems hopeless, I remind myself of the food, the desert, the 
sea, the people. I remind myself that this is a land worth fighting for. 

















Printed and bound at Rebel Press, with a hatred of the state and a primordial desire 
for freedom infused into every page. 


www rebelpress.org.nz 

























This zine is kind of a travel journal of two trips | made to the land 
where | was born, which is called Palestine or Israel, depending on 
your political stance. The first trip was in December 2008 and 
January 2009, during which the Israeli Airforce carried out 
operation Cast Lead, an air assault on the people of Gaza. The 
second trip was in May and June 2010, during which Israeli 
Defense Force commandos massacred activists who sailed to Gaza 
on the Mavi Marmara in order to break the Israeli siege on the 


area. 
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For one thing, the food here is the best in the world. There’s the 


traditional Palestinian foods like falafel, hommous, ful, olives and don't know 


1 ke 
. you as that wont ma 
za atar. There’s the foods that Jews brought with them from around the his is not a history tarde Os probably se cei nvolve 
world: malawakh and jakhnoun from Yemen, burekas from Turkey, q cae - Palestine/ cael you to learn more, an 
sabikh from Iraq. It’s a vegan’s paradise. a | hope it encourd 
sense. 
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Then there’s the desert. The one called the Agaba in Arabic and the Arava 
in Hebrew might just be the most beautiful place in the world. It’s a 
special kind of beauty, a secret kind. If you don’t pay attention you just 
might miss it, coz at first glance this is just a barren piece of land, 
scarred by millennia of human civilization. But if you’re patient you'll see 
that there’s so much more here than just sand and rocks. There’s hidden 
life. Quiet life. When I’m here, I feel like I’m on another world — far 
from any war, from any state. 
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Breaking the silence: 
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hi friends, sonyi haven't had time to write to you all individually. it 
doesn’t mean i’ve stopped loving you. 

























i’m in tel aviv now, staying with some nice vegan punks in a flat near the 


| beach. they have a kitten and two dogs so it’s great here. 
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on saturday evening there was a big anti war demo in tel aviv. we marched 


from the centre of the city to the IDF headquarters. we tried to disrupt ’ D 
the prime minister's press conference but the police blocked us from / 
getting near it. the number of cops was crazy, some of them on horses, by/ 
all of them with guns. there were also officers from the border police, rib 
who are somewhat a cross between cops and soldiers. i heard 5 people 

were arrested at that demo, and a friend of mine was arrested right * 


afterwards for tagging. 
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on sunday there was a much quieter demo in the centre of town. we stood 
there chanting while the cops surrounded us. i think they were probably 
i ; eo 4 oN & a sj ‘ & 
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My last thought is: This all sounds ridiculously utopian. I eel ic a 
bit more realistic. On the other hand, lots of people think that even a 
peace based on a two state solution is unrealistic. Many struggles for 
justice that were fought in the past seemed ridiculous and utopian 
before they were won. It makes me think of Herzl’s famous decree 
about the Jewish state, ‘im tirtzu, ein zo agadah’ — if you want it, it 
isn't a fairy tale. He tumed out to be right. Maybe we'll turn out to be 
tight too. History has no true course. We can build the world we w 

to live in. But first we have to be able to imagine it. oe 
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One last thought: a forest is not a good metaphor for oppression. I like 





i 1 everyone in 
Another thought: Maybe a secular state is problematic. Not sai : 
no : lar. | know the idea is that in a secular state me plas but head that po cn 
the state is secular. + doesn’t always work that way- : ee, 
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i ? Maybe instead of a sec 
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democratic state, we should aim for a p 
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the war has given israeli police a lot more freedom to crack down on 
palestinian israelis. on tuesday (day 4 of the war) i heard that 200 
palestinians (who are israeli citizens) had been arrested since the war 
began. on monday there was a protest in yaffa, which has a mixed jewish 
and palestinian population, and the (palestinian) organisers were later 
interrogated by the shabak, the israeli secret service. there’s also very 
different treatment of jews and palestinians who are arrested, the police 
are much more likely to remand palestinians without bail. at one of the 
anti war meetings i attended someone suggested we need to find lots of 
jews willing to be arrested and refuse bail until all palestinian prisoners 
are bailed too, but I don’t know if anything like that’s been organised. 


~ 4 


in the west bank things are even worse, on sunday the army shot dead two 
palestinian protestors in nialin. 
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This is another side thought: Lots of secular Westerners are afraid that if 

religious Muslim and Jewish communities are allowed to self govern 

then women within them will be abused. As if women are never abused 

in secular Western societies. I think religious women are not helpless 

pe Sha ‘ets of patriarchy that need someone to intervene and i a | it’s so appalling that people on the left’ want to silence israeli 
- is sin 4 Kei: alent ea a ae 08 a ce palestinians and tell them what they can and cant say. i was impressed at 
Avan Ay > the first demo i went to that people were waving palestinian flags and 


chanting ‘the intifada will win so it was disappointing that lots of the 
protest organisers objected to it. 
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So here’s another thought: The alternative to the two state solution is the 
one state solution. One state in the entire area currently controlled by 
Israel. Which means that rather then creating a new state, We overthrow 
apartheid in the state that already exists. This solution would mean 
Palestinian refugees from 1948 can go home, Palestinians from the 
1967 territories would be free from the occupation, Jews who live in 
Palestine can stay and live in equality rather then as occupiers, there 
would be no theocracy of any religion, people of any religion or 
ethnicity could immigrate there and so on. Palestine would be a secular 
democratic state. 
















People always want to know about solutions. They want to know my 
opinion about this peace agreement, or that negotiation... 
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To be honest I never pay that much attention to what the politicians are 
talking about. I don’t like them and I don’t trust them. 


_ _ " 
of 


Ss I’m way more interested in what’s happening on the ground, the work 
f being done at the grassroots by people who don’t have a political career 
to build. 


what a solution would look like. We're always too busy dealing with 
individual trees of oppression (settlers, house demolitions, the 
segregation wall, road 443, administrative detentions etc) to think about 
what we want to plant after we demolish the whole forest. 


So here are some of my thoughts on a solution. On what kind of 


political structure I’d like to see replace the apartheid state that exists in 
Palestine now. 


a een replying t og % 
eal all. Plying to you individually, but i’m so so glad to hear ftom 
ES. Mhy 


: d this far 
2 eae d if any of you eae 
gosh this is a really long email im gape ng other then the war, its 


1 sorry av t written abou’ ythi 
down. m 1 h en t am 


hard to think of other things. 
i ; mo 

ake it to solidarity events, in wellington theres a o¢ 

pee es Bee outside MFAT, 195 Lambton Quay. 


on tuesday at 12:30 
te a proper update soon. 


ise ill wri 
love you all and ie Ss ui 











xo nausea 


= 


se 


hey there my darlings, 


” 
1m sorry for not writing more fre 


for emailing me and keep; 
haven’t b ti ara Nag 





oe 


quently. thank you so much to 


updated about all of you 


your lives, i’m 5 ry i 


CaS 


« 


te 


things here are exhausting. the blood lust and war fervour are ; 
unbelievable. on sunday the israeli government announced a ceasefire, but 
it’s been on their terms only, not hamas’s, so it’s not really much of a 
ceasefire. IDF troops are still in gaza for now, and they won't lift the 
blockade to let aid in. i hope that people in the rest of the world don’t 
forget about the issue now that the bombing’s stopped, because the 
occupation goes on and in a way the war has brewed a fertile environment 
for more state repression, like the knesset committee trying to ban two 
political parties because they aren't zionist, or the government proposing 
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a few weeks ago i visited a palestinian farm 
e of walaja. his farm is in a place where the segregation wall hasn't 


villag 

yet been built, so both israelis and palestinians can go there, and he took 

host an ‘all nations café’ where people from both 
icipal government 


d have dialogue. now the muni 
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they issued a demolition 0 


that it is an illegal buildin 
farmer there who is about to lose his land because of the wall. when they 


build it, it will go straight through his greenhouses and 3 metres from 
e. he’s also going to court to try and get the wall rerouted. 
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Nadav Square is sich : 2 
; ; ed after Nadav El’ad : 
who died during military operations in is aid IDF paratrooper 


his hous 


Sa ies spent some time in beit sahour, which was my first time in the 
autonomous palestinian territories. luckily the soldiers didn’t bother to 
J look inside my passport. the alternative information centre in beit sahour 

has been organising daily vigils since the war started, so we stood in the 


cold around a fire holding black flags (for mourning, not anarchism) and 
flags. then we went inside and watched a film called ‘death in 
propriate, i think 


=j palestinian 
gaza which as it tumed out was terrible and utterly inap 
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Militarism and nationalism pervade everything — especially urban 

planning. My cousin used to live right on the Green Line (the border 

between Israel and Jordan until Israel occupied the West Bank in 1967), 

| in Ramat Eshkol, a neighbourhood near Ammunition Hill in Jerusalem. 
The neighbourhood is named after Levi Eshkol, who was Israel’s prime 
minister during the Six Day War in 1967. 


In Ramat Eshkol, streets have names like, ‘The Six Days Street’ and 
‘1967 Street’. But the thing that grabbed my attention most, is Nadav 
Square. 


Actually it’s mote of a roundabout, but a pretty roundabout, with olive 
trees and flowers and a big rock inscribed with the name of the square. 
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GT a 
lots of people left. afterwards we had dinner at a restaurant which had a 
giant screen tv playing al jazeera. the hommous was excellent. the next day 
we had to be back in jerusalem by seven, so we were at the checkpoint 
before 6am. it was really fucking overwhelming seeing hundreds of 
people waiting in line, in the cold, before sunrise, just to get into israel 
to go to work. nothing that i’ve seen here shocks me, i knew all about the 
checkpoints, the house demolitions, the wall, the land theft, the racism 


in every part of life... but it’s so much realer when you meet the 1 
that have to live with this as their daily reality. y people 
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i am so so sleep deprived, every night i promise myself i'll go to bed early 
but it has yet to happen. i hope you're all well. i feel so out of the loop, i 
don’t even know what’s going on in aotearoa at the moment. i get back in 


11 days so i guess you can all fill me in then. 





i finally got to see my friend’s band play last week, they're called the 
modem dance club and you should look them up on myspace coz theyre 
amazing. their drummer is particularly swoonworthy, i pretty much fell in 
love with her instantly. it was the first time since i left melboume that i 
had a proper dance and it made me happy. ‘eae the ‘city of 
cod ; t on an alternative archeol OB! /kourist attraction in 4 
the next day » oa vid is this archeological dig/toU me 
david’. the city ° win a : 
ee 


























> 

| palestinian neighbourhood called silwan in jerusalem which is ostensibly 

| ‘the ruins of where king david lived. the research done there, like most 

| archeology in israel, has a real zionist agenda and ignores the history of 
arab 8c muslim settlement. it’s also used to make life hell for the local 

residents, who are being terrorised by a monist trust called el’ad which is 
ing to take over the area. the basic jionist agenda for jerusalem is to 

build as many jewish settlements as possible and make life hell for 

palestinians so they leave. that way they ensure that east jerusalem wont 

there’s ever a two state solution. the locals had 

put through. 
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the next day the alternative information centre in beit sahour was hosti 

a children’s camp for kids from deheishe refugee camp, we ainted - 

2 pictures and taught them capoera. i was amazed at how ca the kids 

eee were. my arabic is still real shitty so i couldn't talk to most of them, th 
just kept asking what my name is, because it’s all the english they era 


e | we ‘3 \ 
a | and they were really confused that i have a boy's name 
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so many palestinians i met in the west bank ask me if i’ve been to 
jerusalem, and tell me that they can’t go there. a guy i talked to at a party 
said, ‘you're telling me about my own country’. i didn’t know what to say. 
he was born in jerusalem but isn’t allowed there now. i’m finding it so 
hard to make sense of... even though i don’t live in israel and don’t think 
israel should exist, i can still come here and move around freely whereas 
most palestinians can never go to their family’s ancestral land. 
















i decided long ago never to walk in anyone’s shadow if i fail if i succeed 
at least i live as i believe no matter what they take from me they can’t take 
away my diiiignitttty... 


when i get back monster karaoke cuddle pit pifia colada times. and then 
we smash imperialism and national borders. 


i love you all lots and lots and lots and will see you real soon. 
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I never thought about how long that tree had been there or who had planted 
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Well here’s a history lesson for you and me: 


i’m in shock right now, the slaughter on the coast of gaza is so hard to 
believe, and the lack of public outrage even more so. i was in nahariya 
with my aunt this morning, and the parking warden told us that 20 dead 
sis not enough. i feel like israel crossed a line, not in terms of how many 
on were murdered, which is far less then the gaza war, but in how much the 
ty & government doesn’t give a fuck what the rest of the world thinks. i see 
there's a bunch of protests planned around aotearoa, you should all go. i 
know it feels pointless but i think it’s really important right now. 


i’m in kfar vradim at the moment, with my very conservative family who i 
haven't seen in years. it’s a small township, one of those suburban 
hellholes with lots of giant expensive houses that the people in them can’t 
really afford. it’s in area surrounded by palestinian villages, and my aunt 
has this funny attitude to them, where she condescendingly likes the 
christians but thinks the muslims are terrorists. 


Boch, 





S teal a beneath the i spent last weekend in haifa, which is actually a very nice city, contrary to 
my expectation. i attended the second haifa conference on the right of 
j teturn for palestinian refugees and creating one secular democratic state. it 
Stee 2S Organised by balad, one of the socialist palestinian political parties in 
om israel. the attendees were a mix of palestinian and israeli lefties, including 
people from the west bank and syrians from the golan heights, western 

: tas t ‘ ieraon cies: MM marxists and random solidarity activists from different NGOs. there was 

* Well, not exactly a village. A moshav is a particular kind of Zionist agricultural eee : also people from the brazilian communist party and MST, and one crazy 

settlement. _ iq cultish guy from india who told us that india is the capital of peace, and 

Oe that netanyahu is a friend of his. 
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? 1 dunam = 1,000 square metres, or 0.1 hectares Ted : 








especially palestinian feminists, and a lot 
of the panel discussions were very interesting, although there were 
problems with translations so i missed out on a lot of what the arabic 
speakers were saying. on the last day we had a meeting about establishing 
an international coalition for the cause, which kinda fell apart because 


some people objected to using the word ‘secular’. this annoyed me coz it 
was mostly westerners who thought it would alienate potential muslim 
supporters, and that secularism is a foreign western concept being 
imposed on palestinians, which is a rich thing to say when it was a 
palestinian initiated conference. i’m still kinda gathering my thoughts on 
the conference but if anyone wants to know more then you should ask 


i really enjoyed meeting people, 
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a tour of the south h : ’ 
ng the silence) which ebron hills organised by shovrim 
4 1s an organisation of IDF soldiers 







ok this is getting really long, and i keep worrying about my aunt coming 
in and reading over my shoulder, so i'll write more tomorrow. i love and 
























When I visited Walaja, the locals took us to see what they 
reckon is the oldest olive tree in all of Palestine. Olive trees live 
for centuries — there are olive trees in Palestine that are 

estimated to be 3000 years old. 






the trees around me before — olive, citrus, 
thought about how old they were, and who 
and who used to stand under them the same 





I never really thought about 
pine and palm trees. I never 
planted them where they are, 
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They would of course have to resign from their jobs at the Stargate 
program because they could no longer in good conscience serve the US 
military. Then they'd go rogue and become interplanetary guerillas 
liaising between liberation movements on Earth and across the galaxy. 
They would establish the Inter-Planetary Solidarity Movement, or 
IPSM, and encourage extraterrestrial species like the Tokra, Nox and 
Asgard to come to Earth as solidarity activists and support the struggle 
of humans for liberation from colonialism, racism, sexism, 
homophobia and capitalist exploitation. 
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June 4, 2010 


| hi friends, 


as promised, here's part two of my rant. 


| i spent two nights in the galil with my aunt and cousins. my aunt’s take 

| on the flotilla massacre is unbelievable: the flotilla was full of terrorists, 
they tried to lynch our soldiers (a use of the word i find so incredibly 
offensive it makes me want to scream), people in gaza have enough food 
and medical supplies as it is, anyone who wants to send aid to gaza can 
send it through israel, and the entire world media just doesn’t want to 
hear the real story. this is the standard line taken by the israeli media by 
the way (lynch?! they are seriously calling it a lynch!). my cousin asked 

her if it’s true that the people on the ships were terrorists, and her 

| response was ‘what else would you call people who attack soldiers’. 

| aaaaarghh. now i remember why i never visit her when i’m here! 


| there’s actually a big demo organised in tel aviv on saturday in support of 
| the flotilla and against the blockade, with people coming from all over 

_ the country. it’s organised under the slogan ‘two states for two nations’ 
| which i disagree with (both parts), but it’s the dominant current in the 
left here. , 





| Jast time i was in walaja the village was just beginning the cia 
| against the wall, and now the building’s started. when its finis e : oO 
|| walaja will be surrounded by the wall and isolated from the rest © - 
west bank. walaja has such a fucked up history. 1p 1948 the entire . age 
e to jordan and re-established themselves there. 
rael annexed the 
rael legally (by 


Yaa 


escaped over the green lin 
then in 1967 they were occupied by israel again. when is 
‘greater jerusalem area’ walaja’s land became part of = 
israeli law, not international law). ; ? 





, the people living there didn't 

| become israeli citizens, so they are in this weird legal position of being 
“legal immigrants’ on the land they lived on since before it was part of 
israel. israeli law is full of absurd loopholes and double standards of this 

| sort. anyway, walaja is now having weekly protests against the wall, along 
with a growing number of palestinian villages, to the point where the 


| friday demos coordinated by anarchists against the wall are now friday to 
don’t know what 


sunday demos. i’m cynical about demonstrations but 
else can be done, and i can understand people's need to just do 


something. 
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Let’s think about the history of Hebridan. The planet’s aR 
nee was oppressed by the Ga’ould when the Serrakin ‘liberated’ 
em and brought them advanced technology. This would create : 

nie feos dynamics between the two species. I’m sure that the 
ss : ie were grateful to be free from the Ga’ould, and 
ae sel sana to ee Perhaps the Serrakins were very 
nely wanted to elp the development of Hebrid: 
society. Throughout history there hav: i: ee 
just wanted to help ‘develop Rae i ee RIPEN ot 
inferior. Those benevolent colonizers have done a lot of nies a Th 
sy rari between (ene and Serrakins would’ve soa . ean 
mans to stand up to Serraki 
what they wanted their new ‘eat Ga’ould waite s an i es 
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Lazy Screenwriting aside — the above dialogue sounds pretty famili 

right? I mean, don’t you just hate it when those coloured ear 

folk/women/homos/disabled people start whining about 

ee ae ee Don't they know that we’re all New 
ealanders, er... Hebridans? Don’t you think 

charge of their lives and stop ee the sys an oan : < 

when actually it’s all their fault coz they are stupid and lees ar 









At the face of it this story is about a racist eugenicist trying to 
undermine a society based on mutual coexistence of two races. Tynan’s 















argument about the need to preserve pure blooded humans is 
disgusting, don’t get me wrong. But I think the human resentment of 
the Serrakins probably does have roots in racial (specieal?) inequality. 


one ta 











a 
< another place that’s holding weekly demos at the moment is sheikh jarrah. 
Ye * this used to be a village near jerusalem but now the city’s expanded it’s 
more like a neighbourhood in east jerusalem. when sheikh jarrah was part 
: ! of jordan, between 1948 and 1967, UNWRA, the UN agency that looks 
ae after palestinian refugees, settled a lot of refugees from the 1948 
territories there, in exchange for them giving up their refugee status. 
recently jewish settlers have started settling sheikh jarrah, as part of a 
| campaign to surround east jerusalem with jewish settlements so that in 
4 @ future negotiations israel can claim jerusalem as a whole. they've done | 
i this through some weird legal loophole i don't really understand: they're 
claiming they bought the land from the original jewish owners who 
owned it before 1948 (on the other hand the people from sheikh jarrah 
can't get back the land that they owned before 1948 which is now in 
israel). so far i think 2 families, hanoun and al ghawee, have been kicked 
out of their homes so that settlers can move in. another family, al kurd, 
has had settlers move into half of their house, an extension that was built | 
without a permit. they've set up a protest tent outside their house, and the 
weekly solidarity protests are really well attended, even by zionists. if 
you're interested there’s more info here http:/Avww.ir-amim. org. il/ 
ld ~—@ 
@ " ot 
a= | 
“lw {| 
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Episode 7.08, Space Race, tells a more complex story about 
colonization. The planet Hebridan is what we might call a ‘post- 
colonial’ society. Long ag° the Ga’ould enslaved the human population 
of Hebridan. Then the Serrakins invaded, liberated the humans from 
their Ga’ould oppressors, settled down and intermarried with the locals. 
At face value, Hebridan is a happy bicultural society where humans and 
Serrakins coexist peacefully. This happy bicultural society looks a lot 
like a Western industrial capitalist society on Earth, incidentally. 


Anyway; the plot of this episode is something like this: Warrick, a 
Serrakin introduced in a previous episode, comes to Earth to ask SG1 
to help him win a space race. This race is a super big deal on 
Hebridan. It’s sponsored by a giant corporation called Tech Con and 
the winner gets a contract with them. Major Samantha Carter and 
Warrick are in the middle of the race when they realize their ship has 
been sabotaged. Warrick’s brother Eamon and SG1 member Teal’c head 
down to Eamon’s workplace to have a nosy and find out who’s 
responsible. Turns out it’s Eamon’s supervisor, 4 human named Del 
Tynan. Tynan catches them snooping round his office and warns Teal’c 
that the Serrakins shouldn't be trusted. That conversation goes 


something like this: 


it’s amazing how many zionist leftie : . . tee % 
racist things the state does, like fee ae speeches "Wee S'eseccacy Tynan: The Serrakins only overthrew the Gy’ould so that they could 


stealing land from bedouin or allowing settlers Fee a Se 3555 “4 take over Hebridan themselves. They're taking over the planet and 


= in sheikh jarrah, but the canaeees i 

it t ns the connection that israel does all these racist hinge a es ~ oe ests aan —— _ 

i i NE: 

5 an inherently racist state, and that the problem is zionism. which , oe =: 3 = 
© states for two nations’. 


Eamon: That’s not true. We're all Hebridans. 


u didn’t get that promotion you wanted. 
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This human supremacism is especially frustrating because, in the | 
Stargateverse, there exist many alien races who are technologically more 
advanced than humans and view humans as so inferior that they have no 
tights. Both the Ga’ould and robotic arch-villains the Replicators | 
express sentiments comparing earth humans to animals, just as the 
humans compare the Unas to animals. And this is how they justify the 
conquest of humans. You’d think that this experience would teach the 
humans some empathy for other creatures who are trying to defend 
themselves against a more powerful invading force, or at least to not be 
so fucking arrogant about their not-even-that-superior technology. 








But that’s not what happens. The spectrum of human/colonizer 
responses to Unas/colonized resistance ranges from the outright 
hostility of Colonel Edwards, who’s willing to massacre an indigenous 
community to get their land, to the fluffy humanitarianism of Daniel 
Jackson, who would rather try to negotiate with the indigenous people, 
as long as the humans still get what they want. | 
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animals either. 
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june 4 was the 43rd anniversary of the occupation of the west bank, gaza ae 
as & the golan heights. so we had a big demo near highway 443 (get it 4/43 YK ‘ 
)( — 443). the story of highway 443 is basically that the army built it in the N( be 
80s to be a road from tel aviv to jerusalem through the west bank, and ( 
3 confiscated a whole lot of land to build it on, which is illegal, so they 
7 justified it by saying they were actually building it for palestinians to use | 
to drive to ramallah. since 2002 443’s been completely closed to } 
tt \/ palestinians (this is after some israelis were shot by palestinians while 
| =A. driving on it). so israel built alternative roads for palestinians to get to ) 
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in 2007 some palestinian villages went to court over the closure and won, 
and actually a few weeks ago the army finally reopened palestinian access 

to the road but only partially and most palestinians still can’t use it. so it 
was a fitting focus for a protest against the occupation in general. 


ee 


it was kinda a weird protest that took forever to get going. we bussed in | 
from tel aviv, got stopped at the checkpoint, got off the bus so the army 
couldn’t hold the driver responsible for us being there, walked 200 meters 
or so to the next village, stood around and waited for the bus to come 
back, drove to the village where the demo was gonna be, stood around in 
an olive grove waiting for the others to arrive from ramallah and 
jerusalem, walked another 100 metres towards the segregation wall, 
waited around some more while people prayed, marched to the wall 
chanting slogans for about 5 minutes, got tear gas sed, ran away, ran back, 
got tear gassed again, ran away again, got closed in by the army for a bit 
but eventually they let us leave, got harassed by the soldiers at the 
checkpoint for being leftists, but eventually they retumed our IDs and let 


us go. 


there’s something very ritualistic about these demos. everyone knows how 
they're gonna end, and there isn’t even much point trying to prepare for it 


coz the army always has more power. if we all showed up in gas masks, i 
guess they would use bullets instead. i think these demos are important 
mostly for the sake of having (jewish) israelis and (west bank) 
palestinians protesting together, which is an important start towards 
living together but it’s also very easy to go toa demo and not even talk to 
anyone who lives in the village, especially since there’s a huge language 
barrier. i feel a bit cynical about the extent to which demos in the west 
bank have become a kind of protest tourism for westemers, is all. 
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They also make it clear they value the Unas’ lives less then those of 






Obviously, this episode is an allegory about Wester colonization of, 
well, everywhere. The Unas could be one of many indigenous peoples 
in Africa, the Americas or the Pacific. The way the story’s writers depict 
the Unas reflects the way that indigenous peoples are seen through the 
Wester colonial gaze. The Unas have characteristics attributed to 
indigenous societies by racist colonial stereotypes: they are a tribal 
society, they live in caves, they are incredibly superstitious, their 
command of technology is limited to the use of fire and rudimentary 
weapons, their society is rigidly hierarchical, and their language is so 
basic that Daniel Jackson figured it out, in like, no time, (to be fair, he 
is super smart). 


















The Airforce personnel, for their part, are a bunch of human 
chauvinists. They show no empathy towards the Unas, and no 
understanding that they are violating the territory (in this case an entire 
planet) of another people. They are willing to wipe out the entire 
population of the planet and justify it by saying that they need the 
natural resources to defend Earth and humanity — you gotta prioritise 
your own specie, right? 












In this case specie is a metaphor for ethnic group. Which is why the 
humans from a colonial power of Earth treat the Unas in much the 
same way that their ancestors treated the indigenous people of North 
America. They call them primitive, animals, and even ‘things’, show no 
respect for their autonomy and feel perfectly entitled to displace them 
against their will so that they can steal their resources. 















humans. When Daniel Jackson mentions that his Unas friend Chaka led 
an uprising of Unas slaves against their human master, Colonel 
Edwards angrily demands to know how many people were killed. 
Clearly he thinks that his (and Daniel’s) solidarity should lie not with 
the oppressed against their oppressors, but with the people of his specie 
against all others, even when they are enslaving those other species. 
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The Unas react to the violation of their territory the way that all 
Primitives react to Civilized Nations trying to steal their resources — 
they kill a soldier and string him up as a public warning. The civilized 





























.3, : , ‘ < ach is ood, coz 1 
1 American soldiers don’t take the hint and fuck off, they aon Mae sar ane there some teenage | OF pce were Not allowe 
for the Unas and end up getting into a fight with them. Luckily, Dante my had to escort them away 









’ Jackson — archeologist, linguist, anthropologist, namby pamby liberal sam. then i 
and all around dreamboat — talks to the Unas in their language, and 


they retreat. 









it’s so weird watching the way these two separate communities live in the 
same neighbourhood but barely interact. the locals sometimes yell insults 
at the settlers, especially the kids, but there’s not much they can do since 
the settlers have the army and courts behind them. actually i think one or 
two are in the IDF, from watching the people come in and out of the 
house they stole from the al ghawee family. there’s been some settler 
violence towards locals in the past, but it was mostly quiet while i was 
there. it’s also weird watching the settlers’ kids, peeking out behind the 
bars of the gate watching all the local kids play in the street. i wonder 
what their parents are teaching them. poor kids i really feel sorry for 
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it’s hard to grasp the impact that all this has on the kids who lost their 
homes. when the al kurd children found out i speak hebrew they made me 
play this role play game where i was the settler and they would ask me 
questions in hebrew like, ‘why do you swear?’ ‘why are you crazy’ ‘why are 
you a thief?’ and so on. then they wanted to learn new insults in hebrew. 
it’s kinda funny and cute until you think about everything they've been 
through in the last year, and then it’s not funny at all. 
















that the Unas population is large enough to kick their arse. So Daniel 
Jackson is allowed to strike a deal with the Unas — they will mine the 
Naquadah themselves and trade it for food supplies from the Airforce. 
This doesn’t sound like such a good deal for the Unas. Actually, Daniel 
fae Jackson convinces the Unas to agree not by offering them a really good 
@e bargain, but by waming them that if they don’t strike a deal with the 
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a US Airforce team is surveying the 
the Stargateverse 


equivalent of unobtainium — a super fuel that will power Earth’s battle 
cruiser spaceships. Unfortunately for the Airforce, this planet is 


inhabited by an alien spec 
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Among Jewish communities in other countries there’s the same kind of 
sentiment. Being a Zionist isn’t a political viewpoint that needs to be 
considered. It is an inherent part of being Jewish. Jewish Opposition to 
Zionism is often dismissed as an expression of internalized anti- 
Semitism. I think this is especially true among secular and Reform Jews. 
As Jewish religious Practices and traditions decline, Zionism and 
political support for the Israeli state have become the main way to 
express Jewish identity. Instead of Jewish people being united bya 
common religious heritage, they are united by a common political stance. 
Zionism has replaced Judaism as the common faith of the Jewish people, 
in the sense that it is not a political idea to be questioned and analyzed 
but a stance that must be adhered to unquestioningly. 
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So just to recap: Zionism is a Jewish nationalist movement that supports 
the existence of a Jewish state in Palestine, the state of Israel. As such, 
Zionism isn’t exceptionally different from other nationalist ideologies. 
It’s a product of its time, a time of colonialism and nationalist 
movements across Europe. It’s rooted in the idea of the nation state, that 
people can be reduced to a static ‘nationality’ and that each national group 
could have self determination by having a state of their own. This is 
what was happening in Europe in the 19% century, when the Zionist 
movement was founded. There was Italy for the Italians, Germany for 
the Germans, France for the French. Jewish people in Europe didn’t have 
their own land base; they were dispersed across the continent. They 
weren’t considered members of the national groups of whatever nation 
state they lived in. They weren't Italian or German or French, they were 
Jews — a persecuted ethnic minority everywhere. They were frequently 
forced to migrate because of this persecution. ue 
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‘Hey, we're not the ones having the living shit bombed out of us, we 

don’t get to feel depressed,’ I answer. — WU 
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‘That’s right,’ he agrees, ‘we just get to feel to feel guilty because we're oe 
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‘Do you really think it'll make any difference?’ I ask, ‘it seems so E ee 


symbolic... like the government cares if a few leftists starve fe 
themselves?’ ; ; 
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Later he tells me about the two years he spent in and out of military 
prison, for refusing to do his compulsory military service. 
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Wednesday night, after dinner, Galya, Nasser and me are in the Sheikh 
Jarrah protest tent. We're talking about Gandhi. Nasser says that non- 
violence may have worked in India, but it wouldn’t work here in 
Palestine. Across the road is Nasser’s family home. He was evicted 
from there a year ago. There’s now about thirty settlers living in that 
one house. The exterior of the house is draped with Israeli flags. 
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sa giant wooden hannukiya on the rooftop. Left there from last 
Hannukah I guess, just to drive home the message — that soon this 
whole area will be cleared of non Jews. 
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Nasser tells us a story, about the one time he tasted justice. A group of 
settlers had assaulted two women, international activists. He 
intervened, there was a scuffle, and the police arrested him. A few days 
Fa later he appeared before a judge so that the police could request to 


ammwren «rend his detention. The woman judge heard his story, and asked the 
Cra 


x d GS, 


os 3 : \e @ police why they hadn’t arrested the settlers who'd started the fight. 
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| In this context — where everyone is identified by their belonging, or not 


belonging, to a ‘nation’, it’s not surprising that (some) Jewish people 
decided that the only solution to anti-Semitism was for Jewish people to 
leave behind their homes, the places where they'd lived for generations 
but were still treated like outsiders, and go build their own state, a 
Jewish state. 
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pp IS ed the idea of a Jewish state because they considered it sactile 10US. 

S ) saline Jews opposed it because they believed in fighting for workers 

4 rae not national rights. Others just had better things to do with their 
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It’s also worth noting that a lot of the support for Zionism and a Jewish 
state came from politically powerful people who were not Jewish, and 
not exactly motivated by compassion for Jewish people, 
solve the Jewish problem — meaning the problem of h 
undesirable ethnic minority in their country. 
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None of this is meant to excuse the damage done in the name of 
Zionism. It doesn’t justify the Nakba, the occupation, the land theft, the 
house demolitions, the checkpoints, the torture and imprisonment or any 
other of the countless atrocities committed against Palestinians. I just 
think it’s useful to put Zionist ideas in their historical context so that we 
understand the dangers of nationalism and racism, and how easily the 
survivors of great oppression can become oppressors themselves. 

















| My safta says that when she first came to Tel Aviv, back in ’49, it was 
a tiny little shtetl. It was the worst two years of her life. Safta 
complains about the current government. It’s full of all these new 
politicians, no one even heard of them before. They are making all this 
trouble for everyone, because they want all of Jerusalem for the Jews, 
and none for the Arabs. This is a bit surprising from my die hard 
Zionist grandmother. 
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I think they should drown them,’ my uncle offers helpfully. 


‘yeah, or they could build gas chambers,’ I counter. 


of 


‘ei 
WK 3) 
i/, 


















mite oe 


Zionism was supposed to be a solution for racism, it was ont to 
create a refuge where Jewish Peon were is iy aoe ni dae 
1 is not a refuge; its one ; 
ae ec Nor fos Israel’s existence made mee safer 2 
other countries. Actually the Israeli state’s atrocities ae eas : 
and its claim that it commits those atrocities in the nes re) tn ke 
encourage anti-Semitism and make Jewish people in other p 
world considerably more vulnerable. 
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The Zionist solution to the problem of anti-Semitism didn’t work. Let’s 
take a moment to consider the reasons why: 
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Zionism is colonial. Israel is a colonial state. The 
people for a people without a land’ did in fact have 
It’s only the White supremacist mentality of coloni 
could allow someone to think of Palestine as a lan 
The Zionists were following the example of the White colonizers of 
Africa, south Asia, Australia, Aotearoa and the Americas when they c | 


decided that the needs and desires of the indigenous people were 
irrelevant. 
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Sameer, fy Meio partner, is the local hairdresser. Actually he was born a 
in Jerusalem. 
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Most Zionists would argue that Jewish settlement in Palestine doesn’t 
constitute colonization because of the historic Jewish connection to the 
land — it’s the place to which Jewish people trace our ancestry. The 
origin of the Jewish people, and of the Palestinian people, is a widely 
contested topic. It’s possible that Jews are the descendants of the ancient 
Judeans and Israelites, and Palestinians are descendants of Arabs who 
arrived in the area after the spread of Islam. It’s possible that Palestinians 
are descendants of ancient Canaanite people and Jews are descendants of 
Khazar or Berber people who converted to Judaism. It’s possible that all 


of the above is accurate. These 


questions are very interesting but I don’t 
think they are politically relevant. 
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He tells me about some of the demos he’s been to in the few weeks 
he’s been here. He’s been teargassed in several different Palestinian 
villages. One of his co-activists has a broken arm courtesy of an IDF 
bullet. Another lost her eye when a soldier shot a teargas cylinder 
straight into her face. | wonder why someone would choose to do 
something this dangerous, when you could just stay home in 
Oklahoma. 











The establishment of the state of Israel in 1948 required a wide scale 
ethnic cleansing of Palestinians in order to ensure a Jewish majority 
population. Those Palestinians who remained in the 1948 territories an 
became Israeli citizens are subject to institutionalized racism. They can t 
own land, their towns and villages have worse infrastructure, they arent 
issued building permits, they're subject to house demolitions. This 
racism is pervasive. It’s in the media, it’s in the education system, and 
it’s in the justice system. And this racism is mild compared with what 
Palestinians who don't have Israeli citizenship suffer. Palestinians who 


came under Israeli occupation after the 1967 war have to deal with land 


We talk about the war, the occupation, th waa and water theft, house demolitions, checkpoints, curfews, military 
involvement in Palestin » the state. I tell him about my {xy ‘ esed\ sey JS a M invasions, arbitrary imprisonment, torture, psychotic settlers, the 
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surprised. He asks me why I bother Ha Raper He is segregation wall and in Gaza, an all out siege. 


struggle that has nothing to do with me tgy into a 


The first day of a walk on the beach. 
It’s a sunny day. Gaza is 0 m here. 


problems in New Zealand? Surely we have our own 
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But say it was somehow possible to have a Jewish state that wasn’t 
colonial. I have a friend who always says that hypothetically, she likes 
the idea of having a Jewish state — if only it was possible rs build one 
somewhere that isn’t already populated. Let’s say, on the moon, Annares 


style. Aweso ae : iit 
sa dis eles meness of living on the moon aside — I’d still be opposed 


I can un i 
sce poeta where he’s coming from. Neither of us asked to be 
pe a Zionist state. We didn’t pick this government, or the one 
on ii or a of the previous ones. We didn’t ask for this occupati 
ar. t's it got to do with us? hate 
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| But actually, I think it is something to do with me. Coz I have 
privileges that come with having a Jewish ID card in Israel, and I have 
freedom of movement which is denied to Palestinians. Coz people in 
Gaza don’t have any more say in the situation then I do, and they don't 
have the option of saying, ‘What's it go to do with me?’ when the 
missiles are falling on their homes, schools and hospitals. 
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No matter how many 


will not become eligible for citizenship because they aren’t Jews. 
who were born in Israel and lived there 
a choice when they tum eighteen. They can either 
or they can be deported to a 
country they've never stepped foot in. More recently there have been huge 
government plans to deport all children of 
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Many Israeli Jews are opposed to this state racism and do a lot of 
admirable work to challenge it. But the majority of them fail to realize 
that all these different instances of racism against different groups of 
people happen because Israel is an inherently racist state — it is a state 
meant for one ethnic group alone. 


As a matter of fact, every state is racist. All states draw a distinction 
between Us and Them, the ones who belong here and the ones who 
don’t. It’s the only way the state can maintain its power over its citizens. 
That’s why a state isn’t the solution to racism. 
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a ° I mentioned earlier that I think Israel is responsible for escalating global 

, anti-Semitism. Sometimes I hear people blaming anti-Semitism on 

3 —) Jewish people for supporting Israel. That kind of victim blaming rhetoric 
: a | isn’t ok. People who hijack the Palestinian liberation struggle to promote 
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Zionism and Judaism, between the state of Israel and Jewish people, 

definitely increases anti-Semitism. That blurry distinction is promoted 


by anti-Semites who want to justify their racism, and it is also promoted 
by Zionists, who want to censor ctiticism of 
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